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AYES,

Hon. G. W. Miles

Hon. Sir C. Nathan

Hon. E. Rose

Hon, A. Thomson

Hon, V. Hamersley
(Telier.)

Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. L. B. Belten
Hon. E. H, Harrig
Hor, J. J. Holmes
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hon, W, J. Mann

NoEs,

Hon. J. Nichglson
Hon. H, V, Piesse
Hon. H. Seddon

Hon, C. H. Wittenoon
Hon. E. H. H, Hall
Heon. T, Moore {Teiler.)

The CHAIRMAN The voting being
equal, the question passes in the negative.

Hon, J. M. Drew
Hon. G. Frarer
Hon. E, H. Gray
Hon. W, H. Kitson
Hon, R. G, Moore

New clause thus negatived.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

Honse adjourned «t 11.10 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—PORT FACILITIES,
CARNARVON.

Mr. WIBE asked the Minister for Mines:
1, Will he investigate the matter of the short-
age of trueks at Carnarvon, which causes
much worry and great inconvenience when-
ever one or two vessels are due in the port
for loading and unloading? 2, Will he
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endeavour to  provide additional roll-
ing stock at that port and to have a com-
plete overhaul mmade of trucks now in use
there! 3, Is he aware that the acetylene
lights used on the jetty constitute a danger
to workmen and publie alike, cspeeially when
lurge quantities of fuel oil are unloaded
under these naked lights? 4, Will eleetric
light he installed on the jettyv at this busy
port at an early date?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied;
1, It is realised that wmore frueks wonld
assist peak periods at the Port of Carnar-
von, but in view of the cost involved and
the present financial position, consideration
of additional rolling stock has been deferred.
This matter will be taken up with the Public
Works Department. 2, Hssential work in
the overhaunl of trucks is now being nnder-
taken. 3, Yes. 4, Approval for this work
has already been given.

QUESTION—LEPERS,
TRANSPORTATION,

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Minister for
Tealth: 1, How many leper patients are
awaiting transportation to Darwin from
Western Australia? 2, Will the vessel trans-
porting lepers be in charge of a qualified
seaman and comply with the Navigation Aet?
3, Were tenders for leper transportation
ealled publiciy?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, Twenty-seven, including 20 cases found
in the Derby area within the last three
months. 2, The vessel proposed to be used,
together with its master, was nominated to
the Public Health Department by the Chief
Medical Officer, Commonweaith Health Ser-
viee, Darwin. As the vessel’s base is Dar-
win, it is naturally concluded that the re-
auirements of the Navigation Act have been
satisfied. 3, No. The experience of the
Health Department has always been one of
diffieulty in seeuring any transport whatever
at a reasonable cost.

QUESTION—PLEURO-PNEUMONIA,
TURNER THEORY,

Mr COVERLEY asked ike Minister for
Agriculture: What progress has been made
by the department with its investigations
into the Turner theory as a cure for pleuro-
pueumonial
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: The Veterinary Pathologist is at
present visiting the Townsville Research
Lahoratory in order to make himself fami-
liar with the technique and results of the
Turner test.

BILL—-PURCHASERS' PROTECTION.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—LOAN, £3,946,000.
Second Reading.

MR, MANN (Beverlev) [4.37]: As ex-
plained by the Premier last night, the amount
of this Loan Bill exceeds that of last vear
by £170,000. He also made some observa-
tions on the conditions through which we
are passing and the peed for the careful
spending of mouneyv. Tlon. members will
agree with him that this State cannot carry
any more taxafion, and that if we are still
to exist it is undoubtedly a case of horrow-
ing. Those conditions must last until there
is a vast difference in our general economic
position. Definite opinions are held regard-
ing the last Commonwealth Loan. On the
part of investors there i a fear to embark
in industrial concerns, and a preference for
investment in Commonwealth stocks. This
state of affairs, while it lasts, will maturally

have a tendency to vretard industry.
Members will agree that under present
conditions, partienlarly in Western Awus-

tralia, unless there is some great alteration
in our main primary industry, the future
does not look good. Wool has advanced in
price and there is a prospect of the advance
being maintained for some time: but we
must not lose sight of the fact that the cost
of production has been high and that re-
cuperation will be a long process. To-day
gold is the greatest assel of the State.
Coupled with that, there should be some
possibility of relieving one of our most im-
portant industries, wheat-growing.  From
that aspect the Premier must realise that the
position of settlers out east is hopeless. It
appears that we shall be forced to allow
those men te come in, because they cannot
carry on where they are. Their finances are
being reduced day by day, and to bring those
men in will mean a furiher increase in the
State's deficit. There has been a reduction
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of men on sustenance, but that only means
a reduction in the nuemher of men receiving
relief, since the work being done by them
is not by any means reproductive. Those
men are being absorbed almost entirely in
Govermment work, and very few in private
indusiry. If this condition continues to pre-
vail we shall be a long time turning that
mythical covner which we imagine to be in
sight. The only course seems to he to con-
tinue in the same old way. Apparently po
part of the world is at present prepared to
make any new move or any alteration what-
soever. The greatest trouble of our present
position is that it matters not what Govern-
ment may be in power, we are dictated to
more or less by the Enastern States. A case
has been put up to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment regarding the dizabilities of West-
ern Australia. Undoubtedly our disabilities
are great, and our only hope lies in some
asgistance on the lines of the case presented.
Whilst an endeavour has heen made to ereate
o feeling of prosperity, we are certainly still
deep in the mire. Our only course is to try
to earry on, but we bhave to realise that par-
ticularly for the rising generation the future
holds out little prospeet. I only hope that
when the Premier meets the Loan Couneil
next vear, he will be able to arrange better
conditions for Western Australia. I appeal
to the House on behalf of one of our great
primary industries, the wheat industry. The
settlers out east eannot possibly carry on.
Their position is such that I am convinced
that before the Premier brings down an-
other Loan Bill we will have heen compelled
to inerease the dimensions of the deficit.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seeond time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—FARMERS’ DEBTS ADJUST-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. LATHAM (York) [4.44]: This Bill
is highly necessary. The prinecipal Aect
must be continued for another year. 1 re-
gret that the Minister has deemed it ad-
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visable to introduce any amendmentis info
the Bill. Undoubtedly some adjustments
will eventually have to be made in the
Aect, but I regret that the hon. gentleman
did not defer his amendments. In Com-
mittee | propose to have something to say
abont the amendments which the Bill pro-
poses. Among them there are some de-
zigned to elear up points which have caused
some eoncern to the Minister and the
Director. I do not pretend for a moment
that I agree with all the amendments pro-
posed, but some of them are undoubtedly
necessary. Many are able to get round
some of their difficuliies by using or mis-
using the Aet, and so it is neecessary to
clean it up. I do not propose to traverse
the great advantages that have acerued
from the use of this legislation. It has
served a very useful purpose, but I am
afraid the farmers? organisations have the
idea that all farmers ought to be brought
under it. I do not think that was ever in-
tended.

The Minister for Lands: No, it was not.

Mr. LATHAM: The legislation was in-
troduced as a deterrent to a creditor attack-
ing the farmer.

The Minister for Lands: The majority
of the farmers are quite capable of manag-
ing their own business.

Mr. LATHAM: And that is what this
Honse wants. Year after year we had
arguments over the Industries Assistance
Act, just because of that. Instead of a
great number of men coming under the
operations of the Act, we are anxious to
see fewer men come under it, and we want
the farmers’ organisations to disecourage the
use of this legislation. Of eourse the legis-
lation acts as a police force to protect the
farmers, and we want to continme it for
that purpose, but it was never intended to
make available large sums of money for
the assistance of the industry. It would
he impossible for the Government to do
that; if they wanted to do that they would
have to pse existing machinery for if, the
Agricultural Bank or the Industries Assis-
tance Board. Under the amendments in
the Bill it is proposed to limit the amount
of money the deputy directors or receivers
Shall receive, and I am pleased to think
the Minister has found a means by which
we can limit it. Complaints have been
made, not by individual farmers, bat by the
organisations, of the charges imposed under
the Act. Of course it is difficult to proteet
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a1 men against himself, In the past ihe
farmer has gone along o his meeting, and
has arranged with the trustee to carry on
his business after he has negotiated
with his creditors, and the feé has
generally been fixed at higher than the
amount allowed by the Aet. This has
been approved by the ereditor and not dis-
allowed by the deputy director, and
g0 the farmer has contracted himself out of
the Aet. The Act definitely states that there
is to be vnly one fee of ten guineas, and then
three per cent. of the gross proceeds to he
allowed to the deputy direetor for his ser-
vices, Notwithstanding that, we find the
farmers giving an additional £10 and then
coming along and kicking up a noise ahout
so muech heing charged. That has been the
trouble, and I hope the Minister under this
new legislation will once and for all stop
the farmer from contracting himself out of
the Aet by making a private arrangement.
The clause is to have a retrospective effect
to the Ist April. I do not like the period,
but still I suppose it will be quite all right.
Generailly, we finish up our year either on
the 31st December nr the 30th June, hut in
this case the 31st March has been selected.
I suppose it has heen done hecanse most of
the farmers have got their cheques hy that
date.

The Minister for Lands: That is when the
season comes to an end.

Mr. LATHAM : This has heen put up fov
the farmer who does not want to stand up
for himself. That is his own fault. There
are one or two minor amendments which I

will discuss in the Committee stage. I ex-
pect there will he some disenssion [rom

Country Party members in respeet to this
legislation, and certainly there will be some
disappointment in the country distriets he-
cause the operations of the Aet have not
been farther cxtended. But I think the Min-
ister is wise, particularly in view of the fact
that a Royal Commission is just nmow inves-
tigating the affairs of the Agricnltural Bank.
When the report of that Commission comes
in, it will he time to make some adjustments.
T am hoping that as the years go hy, indecd
in the near future, there will be no need for
thizs class of legislation. Probably 1 shall
be out of order in discussing the henefits
that, perhaps, are coming along from the
Commonwealth Government in respeet of re-
lief for the wheat industry; but I do nof
think it out of place, because whatever money
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ix available, it will assisi to carey on our
wheat farmers, When the distribution is
made. the Minister will bave to do as he did
last year, namely make some of the money
available for those farmers less fortunate
than othera. I think he set aside £35,000 last
vear. There are certain to be some cases
which it will be necessary to assist. T wish to
take this opportunity to protest against the
Commonwealth Government’s differentiating
between Larmers. Under the Bill introduced
by the Commonwealth Government, if a man
happens to be a taxpaver, he will get no
asgistanee.

The Premier: It is a very ernde system.

Mr. LATHAML: This is the only time it
has heen applied. Tt is not applied to the
fruit-grower, or to the Broken Hil} Propvi-
etary Company, who have had so mueh
through honuses and some of whose share-
holders are amongst the richest men in Aus
tralia.

The Premier: It is a penaity on cfficient
farming,

Mr. LATHAM: I cannot understand why
the wheat-grower has heen partieularly
selected. It seems to be a divect hit at this
State more than any other State, hecanse
we et so few of these bonuses. It is a
beastly principle initiated by the Federal
Government, who have very liftle considera-
tion far the wheat-grower. They used the
wheat-growers while they wanted them, and
new they are penalising those of them
thrifty enough to make ends meei. I hope
the protest made here will reach the Federal
Government and prevent them from pursu-
ing this differentiation. There are in this
State men growing apples and pears for ex-
pori—in some of the other States Ministers
of the Crown are doing that—but they are
not coming under this exclusion of bonuses
as applied to the wheat-grower. T say it is
time we ceased differentiating bhetween one
persen and another. I will not oppose the
Bill; indeed, T will assist the Minister to get
it threugh, for it is essential that its opera-
tions should bhe continued. 1 daresay the
Minister wonld like to increase the period of
continnance heyond one year but, having the
knowledge he has, he thinks it will be wiser
to make it for one year only. Personally,
I have always held the opinion that this
class of legislation ean very well be intro-
dnced vear hy vear so that we can watech its
progress and make any amendments that
might seem to be neecessary. It is tire-
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some G0 the Jinister to bave to bring
it down year after year, but it gives
those whe are under the legislation an oppor-
tunity to voice their grievances. I think there
is less compdaint From men aperating under
the Farmers' Debts Adjustment Act than is
to be heard From men under any other piece
of our legislation. And the complaints made
are made by men who are desirons of m-
ereasinge the menthership of thelr arganisa-
tion,

The I'remier: They have written me down
this week.

Mr. Sleeman: |t
P.P.A,

Mr, LATILAM: I do not think the IP.A.
woull write down the I'remicr. They treat
him pretty Eairly, for they understand the
difficulties  confronting him and, after all,
they are reasonable,

The Minister for Lands: We have just as
much interest in the Farmers’ welfare as any
organisation has.

Mr. BATHAM: Well, this House has, at
all events. This [louse has tried to foster
the wheat industry, and there have been
great results obtained from that fostering.
The industry has always been above parly
Polities.

The Premier: Quite irrespective of the
industrial complexion of the constituencies
that members represent.

Me. LATHAM: I have no reason to com-
plain, not even of the member for Fre-
mantle, who prightly has the intevests of s
constituents at heart. After all, | hope there
will he a tendeney to leave more money in
the State for the finding of employment.

Mu, Sleeman: You will have a  rude
awakening some of these fimes,

Mr. LATHAM: | suppose the hon. mem-
ber is thinking of coming over here to join
the Country Party.

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovcder! [ think you are
hoth out of order.

Mr. LATHAM: At all events, T will sup-
prrt the ~econd reading.

may  have heen  the

MR. FERGUSON (Ivwin-Moore) [4.56]:
1 will supporl the second reading. The Bill
contains some minor amendments, but is
mainly for the continnance of the Aet for
another vear. The parent Aet was the
ereation of the Government with which T
was assoviated, and was largely the work of

the present Leader of the Oppesition. Its
inttiation reflects great credit on him. He
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was faced with a tremendously diffienlt task,
because the position eame about suddenly,
owing to a tremendous drop in commodity
prices, mainly wheat prices, The wheat-
growers' future looked particularly dark,
and many of them did not know whether
they would be able to remain on their hold-
ings.  The position was faced by (he then
Giovernment, and the present Leader of the
Opposition  after  very strenuows work
evolved the legislation, whieh was brought
down and passed by this House after having
been referred to a select committee and ex-
haustively debated here und in another place.
So far as I have been able to gather, in coun-
try districts there has been less erviticisin of
the operations of the measure than has heen
heard against most of the other legislation
that has heen placed on the statute-hook in
the interests of the farming rommunity.
Many of ihe farmers operating under this
mensure have expressed keen =sati=faction
with it. As stated bv the Leader of the
Opposition. what eritieism there has been
has come mainly from those who were not
operating under the legislation at all.  The
only crificism T have heard has heen direeted
against the rvemuneration of the trustees.
Some of the farmers have expressed the view
that they have heen mmleted in too severe
a venalty in this vegard.  Althonzl the
present seale of vemuneration is largelv
continued in the Bill, I think the House
micht well wateh  closely  to see  that
the vemuneration of those placed in
charge of the farmersy affairs is  not
allowed o soar to too great a height.
The farmer is suffering very considerable
difficulty if he is compelled to come under
this legislation, which was passed for his
protection. He has no surplus income that
can he made available to men who ave bet-
Ler off than he himself is.  Consequently, T
think the remuneration of trustees might
well be restricted.  The Minister proposes
that creditors willing to supply farmers
under the Act with wire nebting shall be
proteeted. The provision of wire netting
would, in all probability, enable farmers to
carn a greater income, especially in view of
the appreciation of wool wvalues. Many
farmers not earrying sheep might have
water supplies, and if they eould secure
wire netting, they would be able to inerease
their ineowe considerably by running sheep.
To protect the creditors supplying the wire
netting is only just. The provision would
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be in the interests of the Lands Depart-
ment which provides the netting under the
Commonwealth scheme, though 1 take it
there will he no restrietion in that direetion,
but that any individual ereditor who sup-
plies wire netting to a fwnmer will be simi-
larly protected. That is a very essential
provision.

The Minister for Lands: It is applicable
to anyone.

Mr. FERGUSON : I understood the Min-
ister to say that over 800 farmers had ve-
ceived the protection of this legislation. I
venture to say that, but for this legislation,
many of those 800 would not be on their
farms producing, and that quite a number
of other farmers would have found it im-
possible to earry on because their creditors
would not have stood to tbem. The Act has
been entirely and amply justified. With that
innate eaution that eharncterises every aetion
of the Minister for Lands, he has told us
that he intends to investigate the position of
the farmers thoroughly, to consider the legis-
lation in New South Wales and in some of
the other States, and to await the report of
the Royal Commission on the Agricultural
Bank and then introduce a c¢omprehensive
mensure to deal with the whole of the prob-
Je:ns confronting the wheat-growers. In my
opinion, it is time that was done. There
is such a thing as hope deferred making the
heart sick. Particularly the wheat-growing
section are becoming somewhat sick becaunse
they do not know what the fnture holds for
themn. This is the fouwrth season in which
they have produced wheat ut unpayable
prices, and they are practieally the only see-
tion of the community that have to work
for another section at a loss. It is not
right that any section should produee the
food supplies for the vest of the community
at a loss. I hope the Minister will be able
next session to present a Bill for an Act
that will, in a more comprehensive way, pro-
vide for the difficulties facing the wheaf-
growers, The appreciation of wool values
places the wool-growers for the time being
in a different eategory. Athough the small
wool-growers have experienced a very bad
time during recent years, not so many of
them have come under the protection of this
lewislution ns have wheat-growers,  The
appreciation of the value of the wool
srowers’ main commodity hes enabled them
to contemplate a much brighter outlook than
during the last three years. Our main prob-
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fem coneerns wheat-growing, T endorse the
protest of the Leader of the Opposition
against the proposal of the Federal Govern-
ment that those wheat-growers who pay Fed-
eral income taxation should not be entitled
to participate in the distribution of the
money proposed to be paid by way of bonus.
The Premier has told us to-day that he, on
behalf of the Government, had already
entered a protest on that score. The Coun-
try Party have done hkewise, and T am
hopeful that the Federal (Government will
gre the reasonableness of not imposing any
veslriclion on the distribution of the honus,
If they persist in doing so, it will be an
invitation to those farmers who do pay a
small amnunt of Federal taxation to ccase
wheat-growing in fnture, and that is not
what Western Australia desires. Through-
out the length and hreadth of the wheat helt
and particularly in the district I represent,
along the Midland railway line, are to be
found farmers on small holdings, who have
been careful, industrious, efficient men, and
who, during the last year or two, have paid
small amounts by way of TFederal income
taxation—a few shillings in many instances,
Under the Federal Government’s proposal,
they will be debarred from partieipationin
the £3,000,000 proposed to be distributed by
way of honus. Suech a proposal is unfair
and inequitable, and T endorse the protests
voiced against it.  When the Minister,
next session brings down further proposals
for assisting the farming community, T
hope he will consider the possibility of ar-
ranging for a reconditioning or writing-
down of a freezing of those additional
liabilities that the farmer has ineurred
during the last four years of depresed
prices. There can be no gainsaying the
fact  that the farmcer’s  production  has
benefited everyone in the State except the
man who has done the work, and this coun-
try cannot expect the farmer to do what
he has done without assisting him in some
way. [ suggest that the time is opportune
for eonsidering that phase of the farmer’s
disabilities. so that the surplus liabilities
inenrred by him—under present conditions
1 cannot see any possibility of his ever
being able to discharge them—may, by
some fair and equitable means that will
not press unduly hard on the creditors, be
adjusted. A proposal along these lines
was made some months ago, but was
allowed to remain in aheyvance pend-
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ing the presentation of legislation to
continue the Farmers’ Dehts Adjusiment
Act.  The Minister has  told wus that
he has not had an opportunily to
investigate the matter. I quite appreciate
the position. After he has had an oppor-
tunity to study the operation of legisla-
lion in other States and the report of the
Royal Commission on the Agricultural
Bank, he will be in a better position to
present his proposals for the reliet of those
men who in recent years have done so
much to assist Western Australia and Aus-
tralia through the difficult times {hat have
prevailed. Their efforts have been made
at the expense of themselves and their
families, and at the expense of assets thaf
have been built up only by many years
of industry. Tt is the duty of the Stae
to go to the assistance of those men. The
Press announce that the Federal Govern-
ment intend te eonduet an investigation
into all the ramifications of the farming
industry. A notifieation in to-night’s
paper states that the inquiry is to cover
everything from the farm to the consum-
er’s loaf, or words to that effect. I venture
the opinion that when the investigation
takes place, it will prove to the people of
Australia how great is the debt they owe
to the farming community. They have
heen endeavouring to produce wheat at
a price in the vieinity of 25 per bushel,
and it is a hopeless proposition.  Unless
soinething ean be done to reduce the farm-
er's cost of production or increase the
price for his product, it will be orly a
auestion of time, and I am afraid a very
short time, before he will have to cease
operations entirely. During the regime
of a previous Government—1I think some of
ihe present Ministers held office at the
tine—they endeavoured to grow wheat as
n State activity, and they chose what was
probably the best farm in Western Aus-
tralia on which to grow it. T believe the
season was a very good one, and that they
seeured an average of 18 bushels to the
acre.

The Minister for Lands:
that?

Mr. FERGUSON: At Yandanooka. They
sold the wheat at a price round about 6s.
per bushel and yet made a loss of several
thousand pounds.

The Minister for Lands: The State was
not farming it.

Where was
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Mr. FERGUSON: The State was deing
a good deal fowards it.

The Minister for Lands: The State had
no interest in it.

Mr. FERGUSON: Any man who does
not cenduct his own farming operations
pays a man to do the work for him.
Bighteen bushels to the acre, which was 50
per cent, more than the State average, and
a price of Gs. per bushel! It was one of
the best farming propositions in the State
and yet the State lost several thousand
pounds. That indicates the inadvisableness
of the State embarking on wheat growing,

The Minister for Lands: A man who can-
not make wheat growing pay at 6s. a bushel
iz a dud.

Mr. FERGUSON: Possibly the Minister
controlling the man was partly to blame.
8till, he could have sacked the manager
and put a more efficient man in charge.
If an 18-bushel crop realising 6s. a bushel
vould not be made to pay, what hope has
the average farmer, who can produce only
12 bushels to the acre, of getting through
with wheat at about 2s. a bushel? 7There
never was a section of the community that
had a greater claim to the consideration of
the whele of the people than have the
wheai-growers to-day. I do hope that the
Minister, with the thoroughness that
charaeterises all his wovk, will take all
those phases into consideration when fram-
ing his comprehensive proposals for pre-
sentation to Parliament next session.
Meanwhile I hope the second reading of
the Bill will be carried. One or twe of the
small amendments proposed in the Bill are
unnecessary. and I hope the Minister will
not insist upon them. I hope he will give
some consideration to the remuneration
proposed o be paid to trustees, so that
they can carry on the work in the interests
of the farmer, who is unfortunately com-
pelled to come under their jurisdiction, but
on a more economical basis than exists at
present.

MR. WARNER (Mt. Marshall) [5.15]:
Although I shall support the seeond reading
of the Bill, T think the time for the repeal
of the present Act has long since gone hy.
I am verv pleased to hear the Minister say
there is a likelihood of a new, comprehen-
sive measure being brought down next vear
to repenl the present enactment. I do not
guite understand the T.eader of the Opposi-
tion when he savs that he bhas not heard of
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complaints by farmers who have eome under
the Act. The Farmers’ Debts Adjustment
Aect was practically drafted by the Chamber
of Commeree, and it bhas been administered
to suit that Chamber.

Mr. Latham: T ean assupe the hon. mem-
ber that the Chamber of Commerce had no-
thing whatever to do with the Bill. They
did not sce a copy of it hetore it was sub-
mitted to the House.

Mr. WARNER: It is pleasing to hear the
Leader of the Opposition sav so. I am glad
the Minister 1s going into the whole matter
and will bring down & Bill next session that
will possibly save our wheat-growing indus-
try from extinetion. I note provision is
made for & maximom payment to trustees,
That provision shonld have heen inserted
in the Bill when it was first brought down,
T believe there are eight trustees appointed
nnder the Aet and I have heen told that they
are paid from £33 to £40 ench. 1f that is so,
ther a large amount of money has been dis-
tributed to trustees which really should have
heen paid over to the wheat-growers. I do
not know why the Leader of the Opposition
suggzested that the Wheat-growers’ Union was
causing all the strife. Why does he suggest
the Wheat-growers’ Union rather than the
Primary Produeers’ Association?

AMr. Sleeman: Becanse he belongs to that
union.

Mr. WARXNER: Possibly the Primary
Producers’ Assoeiation do not like anything
being said against them, on account of the
meneys that are distributed to the trustees.
There is no need for me to point ont to mem-
bers the position of the wheat-yrowers at
the present time, nor to dwell upon the
amonnt handed over to them by the Federal
Government as a kind of dole. The wheat-
growers are in 4 parlous gondition and the
pittance coming forward trom the Federal
Government will be quite insufficient to help
them out of their troubles. Possibly the
only thing that will keep the wheat-growers
on their holdings will be something on the
lines of what the Minister tells us he will
inelude in the legislation to be brought down
next zession, when they may be able to earry
on with a writing down of dehts.

MR. PIESSE (Katanning) [3.21]: The
continuation of this measure ix necessary
and, unfortunately, is likely to be necessary
for some time, because until there is a com-
plete recovery in the priees of our primary
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praducts, particularly wheat, it is not to be
expected that the farmer will be able to
extrieale himself from the position in which
he tinds himself to-day. I am sorry we shall
not be able this session to pass a more com-
prehensive measure dealing with the posi-
tion. I do not blame the present Minister,
hecanse we know it has been quite impossible
during the short time he has been
in office, to introduce such legislation as is
necessary to cope with the unfortunate posi-
tion of this primary industry. It can very
well be pointed out that Western Australia
is lagging behind the Eastern States in re-
ward to legislation of this nature, and I
would emphasise the faet that the industry
has suffered undunly in the past 12 months
or two years on that account. South Aus-
tralia, some eight or fen vears ago, on
account of a drought in that State, intro-
duced a measure known as the Farmers
Drought Relief Act. Following on the de-
pression in 1930, when wheat prices col-
lapsed, South Australia introduced the
Farmers' Relief Aet, which has been in
existence for three years. That measnre is
more comprehensive than our Farmers’
Debts Adjustment Act. Tf South Australia
found it necessary to take that action three
vears ago, then members must agree with
me thai we are very much hehind that State
in providing assistance to our distressed
farmers.

Mr. Latham: Of course, that State suf-
fored from droughts. This State did nof.
We had an Industries Assistance Act long
before that, however.

Afy. PIESSE: T am pleased the Minister,
when introduecing the Bill, stated that he
proposed to go into the whole question of
the industry and hring down a more com-
prehensive measure next session. That will
put fresh heart into many of our settlers
who are now in a very difficult position. It
has not been necessary for all needy farm-
ers to take advantage of the Farmers’
Debts Adjustment Aet. When the Bill is
hrought forward next year, I hope it will
contain provision for giving distressed
financial assistance. [ would

tarmers

pay a tribute to the divector, and
the officers associated with him, upon
their administration of the Aet. I

know of great assistance that has been
afforded to those who have come nnder the
Act during the last three years, but I am
somewhat concerned abont what happened
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to the 281 farmers for whom it was found
impossible to make satisfactory arrange-
ments, That shows how essential it is for
those administering the Act to have more
extended powers. Had those powers been
in existence, possibly many of the abandoned
farms might still have been in possession
of the farmers who walked off them. It is
a pity we did not deal with the matter earlier,
The Bill is mostly ecomprised of machinery
clauses, but I notice the Minister proposes
to put a limit on the charges to te made by
trustees. The limit of £30 is a wise
provision and Y hope very close scrutiny will
be made of those charges. T notice alse
that the rate of commission is fixed at 3 per
eent. [ hope it will he expressed as "not
exceeding 3 per cent.” T drew attention to
the fart, when the original Bill was hefore
the House, that the maximum very often he-
comes the mimimum. In some cases 10
guineas, receiver’s fee, was charged.

Alr. Latham: The fee of 10 guineas was
only charged one year.

Mr. PIESSE: I know that last vear a
complaint was made——

Mr. Latham: A judge decided that, as I
have just stated.

Mr. PIESSE: On the whole, I am pleased
to know there have heen very few com-
plaints. I know of one instance where a
complaint was made and when I drew the
attention of the officer to it, the amount was
reduced. We should be careful to set out in
the Bill that the charges should be kept down
to the minimum. Tt would take a great many
hags of wheat, at present prices, to make
up £30, and therefore it is essential to pro-
vide that the charges he fixed a= low as pos-
sible. There ave some henefits provided for
the farmer in the Farmers’ Relief Aect of
New South Wales which I would like to
bring before members. 1 shall not quole
them all. The little hooklet I have here and
which no doubt the Minister has seen, sets
out those benefits. It is very interesting and
1 advise members to obtain a copy of it. It
can he obtained very easily from New South
Wales. The Act is administered hy a board.
After a stay order has heen obtained, a
farmer may receive advances to enadle him
to work his property and mainlain himself
and his family. So far as those benefits are
coneerned there iz very little to complain
about in our own Aect but, speaking gen-
erally, the benefits are more clearly defined
in the New South Wales Aet. Then, again,
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the farmer’s liabilities are eonditioned to the
present value of his assets, so that he is not
hurdened with excess liabilities during the
currency of the stay order. In New South
Wales it is not a compulsory condition; it
is a voluntary condition; so mucii is set
aside. Ii is not intevest-bearing and that
gives the farmer some hope of making an
early recoverv. The booklet then goes on
to say—

If the farmer is able to make a ecomposition
arrangement  with the whele of his credi-
tors——

The Minister for Lands: How can we give
him a chance of making a recovery, when
the debts are only deferred from year to
vear? In what better position is he?

Mr. PIESSE: Tinder the present Farmers’
Debts Adjustment Aet, as the Minister
knows, the carrying on of the farm by the
farmer is purely a voluntary act on the part
of the creditors.

Mr. Latham: So it is in New South Wales.

Mr. PIESSE: No. The board have dis-
cretionary power to carry on.

The Minister for Lands: The board have
power, if they will. That is all

Mr. PIESSE: Here it is not mandatory in
carrv the farmer on.

Mr. Latham: The Government have,
through the Agrienltural Bank, carried on
quite a number of farmers here.

Mr. PIESSE: I am not disputing that
fact. We recognise the assistance that has
been rendered by the Agricultural Bank. In
my opinion, however, the Agricultural Bank
should not be called upon to render this
serviee to farmers; it should be rendered
by a board similar to that which has been
set np in New South Wales. The Agrieul-
tura} Bank should not be ealled upon to
carry on a farmer in very much the same
way uag a trostee earvies him on to-day,

The Minister for Lands: Who would
carry the farmer on?

Mr. PIESSE: The Beard woald inguire
into his affairs and help him.

The Minister for Lands: Where would the
Board get the mouney from?

AMr. PIESSE: Where did the South Aus-
tralinp Government get it? They received
about £400,000 from the Commonwealth
Government and, through the Farmers' Re-
lief Board, provided the necessary assist-
ance to earry on the farmers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for
drought conditions.

Mr. PIESSE: T onderstand that some-
thing like that amount was made available
to the Agrienltural Bank in this State. I
think the Minister will admit, if he goes into
the whole matter more thoroughly and with
the wdvanfage of the knowledge that he can
obtain  from his officers who have been
charged with the adininistration of the Act
during the past three years, that the time
is overdue to set up a board fo deal with
farmers who are in difliculties, as is done
in South Australiz and New South Wales.
Then another advantage gained under the
Tarmers’ Relief Act of New South Wales is
set ont in the explanatory pamphlet I have
referred to, as followsi—-

Lands: Yes, under

[t the tarmer is able to make & composition

arrangement with the whole of his creditors
during the eurrency of the stay order, the
board will assist hoth him and the ereditors in
varrying the nvenngements into effect,
Now I ¢ome to the most important and vital
phase that is worrying the farmuer so muech
to-day. The pamphlet sets out another
advantage gained by the New South Wales
tarmers under their legislation, in the fol-
lowing terms:—

The farmer is given the opportunity, freed
from the worries of pressing liabilities, to re-
cover his position over o period of years and
take any advantage of the recovery in world
parities as it eceurs.

In South Australia and New South Wales
the farmer has something ta look forward to
beyond ome year only. He knows that se
long as he does his part, the Board will assist
him regarding finance.

The Minister tor Lands:
Farmer does not do his part?

My, PIESSE: Another advantage to the
tarmer in New Sonth Wales bs:—

And if the

Creditors will be relieved of the necessity
of writing to the farmer and keeping contact
with him regarding the ontstanding debt,

Mr. Latham: They de not have to do
that under our Act in Western Australia.
They do not have to write one lefter, until
they meet at the end of the year.

Mr. PIESSE: I think the South Aus-
tralian provision would be advantageous,
and more farmers would probably cone
under it.

Mr. Latham: But we do not want them
to come under the legislation.
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My, PIESSE: I agree that we should
discourage legislation of this deseription.
but in ‘hese days it is neeessary.

My, Latham: We do not say that. We
want te discourage the farmer from com-
ing under the legislation if he can pos-
sibly keep away from it. Of eourse, the
legislation is necessary.

My PTESSE: I am quite sure, as the
Minister peinted out, that, through the
protection of the Aet, a large number of
farmers in this State have been able satis-
factorily to arrange their affairs with their
ereditors, without having to take advan-
tage of the Act itself. The same position
would continne if a board were established
to contro] the affairs of the farmers. 1
have given this matter a good deal of
thought and every time I have gone to
South Australia, Vietorin and New South
Wales, [ have inquired regarding the
effect of the legislation passed in those
States. I am more than satisfied that we
in Western Australia have delayed action
teo long. Had steps been taken years ago,
many farmers who have had te abandon
their holdings to the Agricultural Bank
would still have been able to carry on.
We cannot overlook the fact that want of
capital means stagnation. and that is what
is hovering over the agricultural industry
to-day. In my electorate, becanse the
Agricultural Bank could not find £100 or
go to advance to some of their elients in
order that necessary work could be under-
taken, the tarmers concerned had to ap-
prozeh the Associated Banks., Fortunately
they were ahle to make arrangements ard
were able to carry on. The Associated
Banks, so far as I can ascertain, are setling
themselves ont to assist farmers with fur-
ther eapital where it is safe to do so. With
ihe funds of the Agricultural Bank so
restrieted, many of their clients are at a
dead-end. They cannot undertake further
improvements nor can they extend opera-
tions on their holdings. I hope that when
the members of the Royal Commission at
present inquiring into the operations of
the Agrieultural Bank have ccmplafed
their inquiries and furnished their report,
gsome action will be taken by the iovern-
ment to place the bank in 4 better position
than it enjoys to-day. 1 support the sec-
ond reading of the Bill.
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MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [3.33]: 1 sup-
port tte sccond veading of the Biil, but [
am rather disappointed in the measure that
has been introduced hy the Minister. The
explanation of my disappointment is that
I believe the Premier, during the eourse of
his election =pecches and also in answer to
a cuestion [ asked in the Honse, led the
furmers to believe that they would get more
than the Bill makes it apparent they are
lo receive.

The Minister for Lands: Yon went before
the clectors on a eontrary poliey and you
won! How can vou be disappointed?

The Premier: As a matter of faet, the
farmers did not endorse my policy Lut
aceepled a contravy one,

The Minister for Tands: It wag vour
peliexy on which vou were elected, and now
voll say vou are disappointed.

Mr. SEWARD: I think the Premier and
fria Ministers led the farmers to believe that
they would get something that it is now
apparent {liex will not receive,

The Minister for T.ands: They voted for
vou, ard now vou say you are disappointed.

Mr, SEWARD: The Government are
making the position worse.

The Premier: Your constituents turned
down my policy emphatieally.
The Minister for Lands:

member is most illogical.

Mr. SEWARD: During the course of the
dehate, one hon. member said it was not
necessary to labour the position of the
farmer in discussing their affairs in this
Chamber, [ am not in accord with that
view hecanse [ believe it to be essential to
stresg the position. Even now many people
are not fully appreciative of the desperate
condition the farmers are in. For instance,
when T listened to the speech delivered by
the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie {Mr.
Lambert) the other evening, T knew that he
for one did not appreciate the position of
the farmers to-day. While the Alinister has
indicated some ray of hope that next ses-
sion a more comptehensive measure will be
introduced, the fact remains that hefore
that can be done, the farmers will be con-
fronted with the neeessity to make arrange-
ments to carry on for a further vear, and
I can agsure the Minister that is no easy
matter. Particularly is that so when the
farmer has a feeling that he is carrying on
under Lopeless conditions and that there is
only worse ahead of him. He has to work
from before daylight to after dark and it

Yes; the hon.
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requires a man with no ordinary heart to
continue under those conditions year after
year. It is desperately necessary, if the
industry is to be preserved, for steps to be
taken to terminate the present diffienlt posi-
tion us soon as possible.  With the Minis-
ter, we rejoice that wool has appreciated in
value. Irrespective of the appreciation of
wool values and even the appreciation of
other produce of the farm, that improve-
ment will not lift the farmers out of their
desperate position without other steps being
taken to deal with their accumulated in-
debtedness. I hope that when the fore-
shadowel legislation is introduced, i will
be of a comprehensive nature, and if that
should prove to be so, I can assure the Min-
ister that he will reeeive the hearty co-
operation of members generally in placing
the Bill on the statute-book in the best pos-
sible form. From time te time various sug-
gestions have been made. It is all very
well to say that we should cease growing
wheat. Western Ausiralia has still large
areas to be developed, and the best way
that can be done is to go in for wheat firsi
and then other crops later on. Most de-
cidedly we must continue lo grow wheat. It
has been suggested that the farmers should
go in more for sheep and oats. Even that
poliey is kikely to leave the farmer in just
as desperafe a position as he is in now
throngh growing wheat. In some parts of
Western Australia, oals are just as eostly
to grow as wheat. In the Great Southern
distriet, for instance, it is necessarv to fal-
low in order to grow oats.

The Minister for Lands: Do you say yon
have to fallow with your rainfall, in order
to grow oats?

Mr. SEWARD: Of course. 1f we get
beavy rains, the country is bogged, and, in
those circumstances, it becomes absolutely
necessary to fallow before the farmer can
crop the paddoek.

The Minister for Lands: We can grow
oats with half your rainfall,

Mr. SEWARD: 1t is not a question of
rainfall at all. Tt is a matter of not being
able to seed the land, hecause it becomes so
bhogey after two or three inches or more

of rain, [t is necessary to cultivate
before one ecan put the erop in at
all. T can assure the Minister that it is not

much cheaper than growing whent in the
Great Sonthern district,

The Minister for Lands: I have had a lot
of experience with oats. and I know better.

[ASSEMBLY.]

My, Griffiths: Your country is different
from the land in the Great Southern area.
Mr. SEWARD: Yes, it is a different pro-
position altogether. In fact, it is impos-
sible to generalise regarding the land in the
Stiate. What one farmer can do, another
cannot, even, it may be, in the same district.

The Premier: That is always so.

Mr. SEWARD: The sheep and oats pro-
posal has been advanced really for the pur-
pose of crop rotation und increasing the
wheat yield. Tt would be foolish to advo-
cate merely a sheep aud oats poliey as such,
to the exclusion of other considerations. Such
a policy must go hand in hand with other
kinds of primary production. An oat crop
will rid the land of certain types of weeds
and the carrying of sheep will improve the
land so that the farmer may expect to get
a heavier yield from his next sowing.

My, Griffiths: That system helps to get rid
of “take-all.”

Mr. SEWARD: There is nunother phase,
respecting which it is a pity more effective
steps have not been taken in the inferests
of the farmers. 1 refer to the inerease in
the price of bread becanse of the taxation
of flour. 1 do not know if the State Gov-
ermnent can do anything to deal with that
position. We reud that the priee of bread
is to be increased and the explanation is the
assistance to be given to the wheat-growers.
1f that condition is to be permibted, it will
tend to set the consuming public against the
wheat-growers because the former will eon-
sider they are being made to pay more for
their bread in order to assist the farmer. 1f
some board were in anthority to step in and
deal with such a move, it would be to the
advantage of the people generally. Tt is
extragrdinary that the consamers ave pay-
ing more for their bread now, although the
millers get their supplies for less than half
they had to pay not a leng time ngo. whea
the price of hread was the same ax it is now.

The Premier: We tried many times to
pass price-fixing legislation, hut vou always
apposed it.

Mr. SEWARD: 1 do not like imposing
restrictions on business under normal con-
ditions but in this instance it rather looks
us thongh the publie are to be exploited on
the pretest that the advances to the farmers
necessitate the inereased price. That will
tend to set up one section of the comumnity
against another. The Bill also deals with
wire-netting supplies. in which respeet the
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furmers have experienced great difticulties.
I am informed that the increase of the rah-
bit pest, partienlarly in the wheat helt east
of the Greni Southern areas, has been amaz-
ing duriug the last few months. Manv of
the farmers bave been almost driven off
their properties in consequence of the rav-
Ages of the vermin. The trouble seems to
have grown hevond the eontrol of road
boards, and it would seem that a national
poliey is required to deal with the problem
on a State-wide basis. The difficulty has
been acrenfuated because of the breeding
grounds furnished by the abandoned Agri-
ciltural Bank properties. From those hold-
ings, the vermin have over-run the adjoin-
ing farms. I hope that matter will receive
serions consideration as soon as possible, so
that u poliey that will more eflectively cope
with the vabhit scourge way be formulated.
I am sorrv that the Government have seen
fit ro ve-impose the fines on unpaid, or de-
laved paymenis of land rents. It is under-
stood that the object in removing the pen-
alty in previons years was to secure the
payment of land rents more punctually.

Mr. SPEAKER: Does all this come into
the Bill?

Mr. SEWARD: It is one of the many
things pressing on the farmers, but if vou,
Sir, consider it has nothing to do with the
Bill, T will not pursue the matter further.
I hope that some of the impositions which
the farmers cannot possibly be expected to
meet will he removed. I shall support the
second reading of the Bill and I hope that
the measuve the Minister intends to hring
down next vear will be the means of put-
ting the farmers on a basis thai will enable
them to carev on.

MR. J. H SMITH {Nelsom) [J:46}: T
propuse fo support the Bill merely because
nothing better bas been submitted to us.

The Premier: It does mot apply to apple
growers.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It applies to the
whole of the South-West. The Aet did
not go nearly far encugh, and neither does
the Bill that is now before us. When we
were diseussing the measure last year, I
declared then, and sincerely believed, that
there was only one solution of our prob-
lems, and that was to declare a moralorinm.
OFf course all held ap their hands in horror,
but I was satisfied then, and I am still eon-
vineed, that the legislation did net go far
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enough. If we analyse the position, we
can come to no other conclusion than that
we are in a very sorry plight; worse even
than when the Aet we are now amending
was introduced. Prices of all farming pro-
ducts are even lower than they were 12
ronths ago and producers have received
no benefit at all from this legislation. We
know that it is only the fear of this legis-
lation that prevents all ereditors coming
down on the farmers. But analysing the
position of all the primary producers, in-
cluding the pastoralists, we know that it
has not helped them to the extent that we
desired.

The Premier: Do you think it is too late

to declare a moratorium now?
My J.H. SMITH: I do not. Are we
taking the position seriously? TLet us be
hounest about it and face the position. We had
a Bill before us last night to authorise the
vaising of a loan of over three millions
and no diseussion on it at all.  The
Leader of the Opposition sat silent and the
leader of this side of the House alse re-
mained silent, To-day there was only one
speaker, the member for Beverley, and the
Rill went through.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member had
better diseuss the Bill before the House.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister for
lands has submitted the amending Bill in
the hope that it will help the farmers. But
it will not do so. The position of the
producers is now worse than ever, and if
we were sincere we would not hesitate to
declare a moratorium as far as farmers-
debts were concerned.

Mr. Moloney: A moralorium for every-
body?

Mr. J. IJ. SMITH: For the future we
should endeavour with the limited amount
of money we have at our disposal, to earry
the farmers on and allow the debts to re-
main in abeyance. The Premier knows
very well, and so does the Minister for
[ands, that the farmers to-day cannot pay
their interest bill. The Minister now comes
along and says, ‘‘We are going fo amend
the Aect, and liberalize it more.'’ 1 eclaimn,
however, that the amending Bill does not
go nearly far enough. Let us be sincere
with ourselves and say that from to-day
we will declare a moratorium. Then we
might have a chance of earrying on the
imlustries of the country; those industries
which are the backbone of the State, and
without which there would be no metro-
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politan arvea, Noi only are the farmers
suffering, but we are all suffering, and
here we are hoodwinking the electors again.
What is this legislation worth? It is
nol worth anything. We are providing
money to enable the trustees to carry on
and all that we are gelting are semi-stay
orders. There is not a definite stay order.
Why not be sincere about the whole thing
and say—"'"We will lift you from the mire
and give you a ray of hope by declaring
a moratorium and all our resources will
be there to gssist you to earry on?"’

Mr. Thorn: Your apple growers ought
to be all right.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: My apple growers
have to depend upon their own resources.
Theirs is not a sheltered industry like that
of the hon., member who represents the
dried-fruit growers.

Mr, Thorn: You are getting a bonus.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The apple growers
have not got it yet. The Minister for
Lands should be sincere, and I do not hesi
tate to tell him that the Bill does not go
far enongh, though - it may do a certain
amount of good. It is a drop in the ocean
as far as the farmers are concerned.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [5.52): 1 have
waited to hear what various members had to
gay on this Bill. It is now ten days shovt
of a yeor since we in this House heard a very
fine speech delivered by the present Premier
who was then Lender of the Opposition.

Mr. Thorn: That was hefare the eleetions.

Mz. GRIFFITHS: Yes. TIn his speech
the Premier referred to the tragic position
in which farmers found themselves at that
time.

Mr. Moloney:
quoting from now?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The notorious speech
when the present Premier moved the ad-
journment of the House to eall attention to
the tragic condition of the wheatgrowers of
the State. When T use the word “tragie,” I
am quoting it from “Hansard” of lnst ses-
sion. The Premier said that drastic measures
would have to be taken. The present Min-
ister for Lands also said that the position
was tragie.

The Minister for Lands: I said it by way
of interjection.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Then does not that
convey the Minister's idea of the position as
it was then?

Which speech are you

[ASSEMBLY.}

The Minister for Lands: Ti is desperste
oaven Now,

My, GRIFFITHS: If the position was
desperate 12 months ago, what is it to-day?

The Minister for Lands: You do not know.

My, GRIFFITHS: If T do not know, then
1 am sure no one else does,

The Minister for Lands: But as a farmer
you are a failure,

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovder!

My, GRIFFITHS: 1 Lave been very suc-
cessful even though b have not had a min-
isterial ineome to support my efforts.

My, SPEAKER: Order! I suppose the
hon. member will connect his remarks with
the Bill.

The Minister for Lands:
downright failure as a farmer.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T am suecessful even
now in spite of the present bad times. My
farm is possibly in a better position than
the farms of most of those who have heen
operating for years,

The Minister for Lands: Why, vou have
not a farm,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Twelve months ago the
present Premier stressed the fact that we
must give the farmers seeurity of tenure and
he also emphasised that we shonld condition
their dehts, and that we should also provide
reasonalle sustenance for them. That was
10 days ghert of 12 months ago when we
were told the position was tragic. | do not
know whether members realise what the posi-
tion of the wheatgrowing industry is to-day.
I am tired of repeating here

The Premicr: And we are lived of listen-
ing to you.

M. GRIFFITHS: T am tired of repeat-
ing that we are on the edwe of a precipice.

The Premier: Your electors did not en-
dorse what T said,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That may he sn,

The Premier: I min not in the habit of
foreing an the people a policy that they
turned down,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Probably they did not
endorse it, hut they are looking to the Pre-
mier to carry out what he advocated 12
months ago.

The Premier: They cannot be looking to
me beeause they turned down my policy.

Alr, GRIFFITHS: The reduced majority
on this side of the House shows that the elec-
tors approved of what the Premier said. The
clectors said, “Grilliths is 0 good man, hut he
does not gel us anywhere; let us see what
Coliier will do for us.”

You were a
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The Premier: But they did not voie for
Collier,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The electors were told,
“Collies: will Hght”  Then thev deelared:
“Let ns see what he will do.” T realise that
there luve been difliculties in the way of
rehabilitating the industry. I know jt is a
hig problem. | and others in the pariy to
which 1 belonw have been going into the
question for months and we have heen faced
with many obstacles. We must not kill credit
that is heing given to keep the farmers
going, but we canndt expect men, year after
Year. to o un working at a los:  amid
graduatly getting into o worse position,

The Minister for Lands: What do you
know about it?

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I wish the Minisler
would stop mumbling. Perhaps T know
more about the farmers' problems than he
does,

The Minister for Lands: You do not know
anvthing at all, yon arve only & dud farmer

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Whatever I may be,
nohody more than 1 baz kept closer in
touch with the farming community and
knows what they are going through. During
the years T have been in this Parliament,
since 1914, T have kept closely in tonch with
the farmers, and I know exactly what they
suffer. The Fouse does not realise the des-
perate position of the wheat industry. Some
thing must be done, Various sechemes have
been proposed—the wheatgrowers’, the Pri-
mary Producers Association’s.  The latter
the Minister for Lands looked upon favour-
ably.

The Minister for Lands: I did not look
upon any scheme favourably. Where dicd vou
vet that from?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: From the “West Aus-
tralian.” It was said in reply to a depata-
tion, The amendments proposed by the Bill
are of merely a minor nature. I shall cer-
tainly support them if they will make for
hetter working of the Act. Some of the
sckomes proposed may have extreme fea-
tures which are not praeticable, but out of
all these schenmes something should by this
time have been evolved to make for the
stahility of the industry I recently saw a
proposal to provide finance for the farmers.
T do not want the Minister to get it into his
head that T aw speaking at all antagonisti-
callv. T am merely concerned with the farm-
ing  communnity. Something should be
evolved that will hold out a ray of hope. 1T
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believe the Minister’s intentions to ba good.
Possibly, after the report of the Rowval
(Commission on the Agricultural Bank has
been presented, something in the nature of
a rural bank may be established to supply
finance. Tndeed, finance is the great handi-
cap of all the schemes proposed so far,
Money is wanted all the time; it was wanted
12 months ago: it is money the Minister lacks
to carry out his ideas. 1 wish to emphasise
what has Dbeen said by the Leader of the
QOpposition and other members on this side.
Only to-day [ have received a letter from
Northamn on the subject of the farming in-
dustry. The writer is Mr. Jobn Packham,
a supporter of the member for Northam
{Mr. Hawke). The writer speaks about the
adjustinent of the wheat bonus, and points
out that a feeling of annoyunce is experien-
ced by farmers because ol the manper in
which they have been singled out with regard
to payment of bonuses. Mr. Packham is one
of the State's pioneer farmers. He opened
up the Tammin district, being one of the
two earliest settlers there. He writes—

According to what [ read in the ‘‘West
Australian’” of the 2nd December, the real
thrifty, hard-working people are te be penal-
ised for trying to make wheat farming pay,
as, if any profit at all is shown, the bonus is
to be taken away from them. Is this the law
of the land governing bonuses? Are the gold-
mining companies that pay deprived of their
Lonus us 11 conseguenes?  Also, are the sugar
producers discriminated against in the same
way, by those that make the business pay not
getting the bonus?

The Minister for Lands: What has this
fo do with the Bill?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: No cavilling of this
kind liag oceurred previously. The farmers
are the first to he hit. The cutting down
of the bonus in the case of farmers who
show a little profit is not right or fair. Such
tactics nre not heing adopted with sugar
producers and others who receive bonuses.
I think T have heard the Broken Hill Pro-
prietory Co. mentioned in connection with
this matter. Why diseriminate against the
wheat industry, which is just about bank-
rupt? T suggest that the Minister should
state what ig in the minds of the Govern-
ment regarding futwre opevations and eon-
ditioning of debts. T do not know how lang
the investigation of the Roval Commission
on thke Agricultural Bank will take, but it
looks as if the Commissioners had a long
full-time job. Probably it will mean ar-
other 12 months, though I hope it will not
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prove s0. There has been a proposal that
we should return after Christmas and have
a special segsion to deal with the wheat in-
dustry. It is a big problem, a national pro-
blem, one that must be tackled; otherwise
we shall be a very soiry people indeed be-
fore it is all over. T appreciate the diffi-
cenlfies of the Minister and the Government.
Ministers went through my electorate with
grandiloquent promises of what would be
done after the general election, as scen as
Parliament met. I thonght that if the
question was go serions and tragie, it would
be tackled in the early part of the session,

The Minister for Lands: Who said that
to your electors?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: But what do we find?

The Minister for Lands: T ask, who said
that to wour electors?

AMr. GRIFFITHS: Tt was said by any
number of people. T bave in my possession
doeumentg which will disabuse the Minis-
ter’s mind. However, it 1s no good wasting
any more of the time of the Houze, There-
fore T conclude by saying that T do hope
the Government will seriously consider the
wkeat position. Tt is no nse saying that we
are merely going to market because we have
a bee in our honnets, or beeause we have a
grievance such as the non-construction of
the Yarramony railway. We realise the
scriousness of the position, and I appeal to
the Government fo give earnest considera-
tion to the need for rehabilitating the wheat-
growing industry so as to place it on such
a footing that farmers wili not have to come
continually asking for a dole to keep them
alive.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [6.10]: T have
a few words to say regarding the difficulty
confronting road boards because of the non-
payment of rates.

The Premier: You have no chance of get-
ting the Government to pay those rates, any-
how. TYou need not worry any more about
that.

Mr. SAMPSON: I did have the pleasure
of receiving a letter from the Premier stat-
ing

Mr. Ferguson: Was it much of a pleas-
are?

Mr. SAMPSON: There was, to quote the
phrase so well employed by the member for
Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith), a ray of hope in
it.

The Premier: The Agrieultural Bank will
not pay the rates.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. SAMPSON: If no mopey is spent
on the roads which serve the farmers and
the djstricts concerned, it will mean that
there will he great losses. I wish o sug-
gest that the Director under the Act give
consideration to rates, both read hoard and
vermin, payable by farmers who are under
the Act. If some consideration is not ex-
tended to the boards, greater distress must
follow.

The Premier: There is no possible hope
whatever from the Agrienltural Bank.

Mr. SAMPSON: The boards do every-
thing in their power. The Government know
the diffienlties of the boards.

The Minister for Lands: But we cannot
collect our own interest,

Mr. SAMPSON: It is hoped Llhat the
Direetor, when he has funds, will remember
the great needs of the hoards, and also the
bighly essential services which the boards
give to those concerned. Thousands of
pounds are owed to the boards.

The Premier: There are millions of pounds
owing to the Government, and we cannoct
collect any of them.

Mr. SAMPSON: BEvery citizen is zyvm-
pathetic with the Government.

The Premier: Oh, yes! Sympathetic in
asking for something.

Mr. SAMPSON: Tf my suggeztion can be
carried out, it will be of advantage not only
to the districts concerned but also of advant-
age to the whole State.

The Premier: It will not he of anv ad-
vantage to the Treasury.

Mr. SAMPSON: [ hesitate even miidly
to contradiet the Premier, but there must he
an advantuge to the Treasury, hecause if
the roads are allowed to go to pieces, the
result must he had for all concerned. Fvery-
one in the State is concerned in this matter,
and I do hope the Jinister will give sym-
pathetic considevation fo what is a practi-
cable suggestion, one which, if earried into
effect, must henefit all concerned.

The Premier: You are non-suited, with
costs against yon.

Mr. SAMPSON: I do hope the Minis-
ter

The Premier: [t is not only the Minister.
There is the Treasurer, too.

Mr. SAMPSON: T hope the Treasurer too
will say, “There’s a good deal of truth in
what Sampson said.” The hoards should
receive some consideration, Their members
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work hard in an honorary capacity.
have only one object in view.

The Premier: When our ship comes in,
we will pay them,

Mr, SAMPSON: Every day a ship comes
in. It iz aid that an optimist is a con-
firmed liar, T am not an optimist, but there
is, In a sense——

The Premier: One can be a liar without
being an optimist.

Mr. SAMPSON: In a scnse, theve is a
ship coming in every dax. After all, the
position is largelvy as we view it. 'The
wheat-growers need more money spent on
the roads in their distriets. T have heen
seriously informed that some of the boards
find the difficulty so great——

Mr. Ferguson : Especially in the new aress.

Mr, SAMDPSON: Yes. The hoards are
finding the finaneinl difficalty so ereat that
they are reluctantly forered (o consider
whether they can earry on. God forbid that
I should speak about anybody not carrying
on! T do not helieve in that sort of argu-
ment, but if there is no money coming in,
it means that the work which should he done
is not bheing done.

The Premier: We will have a special lot-
tery for the hoards.

Are. SAMPSOXN: The Minister for Em-
ployment has both his eves fixed on the
provecds of the lotteries, and I would not
like to bring discowragement to him at so
early a stage of his eareer.

The Minister for Fmplovment: I agree
with vou.

Mr. SPEAKER: Now let us wet hack to
the Bill

M. SAMPSON:; This matter is one which
has a far wider significance than any mat-
ter of local roads and will, T trust. receive
consideration.

They

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Maznet—in reply) [7.30]:
T am glad that members have diseussed the
Bill so fairly and that it meets with the
approval of the Touse. The Leader of the
Opposition was «uite correct—and I endorse
his statement—when he said he does not
desirg to see a great number of farmers com-
ing under the Aet. Some members, it seems,
would like to see every farmer in the eoun-
try come under it, and their complaint is
thar not all the farmers are under the Aet.
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Ar. Ferguszon: [t would he God help the
country if they were,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS. Yes, in
my opinion it would be disastrous to the
farmers and to the country—to the farmers
more particularly. Just imagine the eoun-
try having a lot of unfortunate farmers
carrying on their farms under the advice
and direction of trustees who would know
little or nothing about practical farming!
Could anything sap the individuality of the
farmer more than that position? Any mem-
bers who deny that, suggest something pai-
pably mischievous hoth to the country and
to the farmers. I hope there will he no
necessity for many farmers to come under
the Act. The Bill provides menns by which
farmers’ affairs moy be carried on, but I
trust the farmer will be able to manage his
own affairs in future. Members like the
member for Katanning (Mr, Piesse} resent
the fact that farmers have to pay for the
serviees rendered them by the trustees. That,
of course, is an impost, and in these diffienlt
days a serious impost. But I should like the
House to bear in mind that some at least of
those furmers are for the first time in their
existenee having their affairs carried on in
# business-like manner. Some of them have
hever previously kept hooks, and did not
know where they were. But their affairs
are now being earried on in a husinesslike
way; and the farmer, having got the habit,
and having had that metlrod established, will
adopt it and so will wet some betier results
when managing his own business in future,
The memher For Mr. Marshall (Mr. Warner)
sald L had promised to bring down a rehabi-
litation Bill next session. T did no such
thing. Always T endeavour to keep my
word, and so I do not want members sug-
gesting that T made a promise which I did
not make. What I said was that, before
next session, I proposed to go very fully
into the matter, and I hoped to introdace
some measure which would give the farmer
a greater degree of hope and confidence.
And I do hope to do that. Suggestions made
hy members to help the farmer sometimes
apjear very easy, but when we investigate
themt they are found to be very diffienlt.
However, T will go very fully into the mat-
ter before next session and will do my best
in the farmers’ interests. It is not sufficient
to give support and approbation to the
farmers, for our duty is to do the best we
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can for the whole State; so we are not in-
Auenced by what approbation we may get,
but are werely desirous of doing onr duty to
the country and the farmers as well. From
that standpoint only will I approaeh the
position, I should like members to realise
that no oue member is more concerned than
another about the interests of the farmers.
Some members may have different associa-
tions, but we know that we all live in this
country, that our homes and interests and
future are here, and so it is our business to
see that every man is as prosperous as pos-
silde and that the State is suecessful. We
are all concerned about that. But at the
same time we must have regard for those
other interests in the State which are en-
titled to fair and honesi consideration by
any Parliament and any Government. I
know the difficulties of the farmers are very
great. 1 hope ) am not intoleraut when [
discuss their affairs, although svmetimes
members may think 1 am. Sometimes I sug-
gest what the farmers might do but do not
do. Yet, approaching that in all diffidence,
T know they have theiy diflienities, especially
with commodity prices so low, when it must
be a very hacd matter for them to pull
through. 1 can understand their discontent
when they find themselves going backwards
vear by vear. Still, at the same time 1
know thal many people who could help them-
selves do not help themselves. It is only
fair that the position should be approached
straightforwardly and that we should learn
ihat the State has no business to earry on
men who do not deserve to be earried on.
How can we get the type we want—which,
after all, is only the average type—it
we are to earry on year after year
men who are not attempting to gei resulis
themselves? Would not they be better in
some other walk of lite? Not all men have
the capacity to make good farmers. Oue
mighi employ a man who, under supervisiun,
is an excellent man; yet put him on his own
and he is found to be a fair muddler and
cannet get through at all. We know al
that. He is quite a good type ol man
under supervision, but he has no capacity,
no business ability. Jf you were to put
him on his feet a dozen times, he still
would fail. Is there no other opportunity in
life for that man? Assuredly we must not try
in our legislation to earry on every man
continuously. The member for Katanning
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smiles, but in his heart he knows that whay
I am saying is true. So | hope memnbers
will not think I am intolerant ov arrogant
simply Dhecanse I have been fortunate
myself. The lon. member is not present
who declared that T achieved sumecess in
(arming beeause I had my ministerial
salary to support me. It is a very paltry
gibe, As a fact T did not have nunisteriat
salary wien it was needed most, bui 1 had
exceedingly good luck. Last night the mem-
ber for Avon (Mr. Griffiths) went out
looking like a popinjay, like a tailor’s
dummy going fo a party, and that party
we find reported in the Press. And from
the published report we nate that af that
party there were novelly hats and straw
boaters for men anl novel adornments for
the girls. ‘

My, Latham: That has hardly anything
to do with the Bill.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: No, but
some people think they can indulge in that
sort of stupid extravagance and still achieve
success.  That was quite a feather-brained
party, attended with a lot of extravagance
and frivolity. The people who jeer at sue-
cess onght to hear in mind that whoever
wourld achieve suceess must bhe prepared
to wiake sacrifices. Makiug good, meabs
facing things and ftrying to puy one’s
debts, not indulging in useless extrava-
wance and frivolity and eoming here to
talk about their difficulties.  As a marfer
of fact the uember for Avon does
not know anything about the farmers’ diffi-
culties. He was a farmer, it is true, bat
lhis achievements in that arena do not en-
title him to speak for the farmer. All 1
will say further about his gibe is that
whatever the Government may do for the
assistance of the farmer, the Government
will not be influenced by the member for
Avon, will not regard him as an anthority,
will not regard him as knowing anything
at all about the farmers’ difficultics; in
fact, the Government will be well advised
not to take any notice whatever of a man
who has not achieved anything himself,
When the Leader of the Opposition, or
the member for Irwin-Moore, the member
for Toodyay, or the member for Greenongh
discuss farmers' affair; ip this House, I
will listen to them with (be greatest re-
spect, because theyv know all about their
subject. I am ee¢:r ready to take notice
of members whose achievements warrant
their advice heing Adopted by any (overn-
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meni. The member for Pingelly atiempted
to exploit a statement made by the Pre-
wier, and said the Premier had promised
certain things. But he is the last man in
the world to agk the Premier to keep those
promises, inasmuch as he was eclected to
oppose the carrving out of those promises.

The Premier: And elected by a very big
majority.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What thz
hon. member is eniiiled to ask is that we
shall not earry out a policy which his con-
stituents turned down, and which the con-
stituents of the member for .Avon also
tnrned down,

Mr. Patrick: What about the constita-
ents of the member for Kanowna?

The MINISTER FOR T.ANDS: The mem-
ber for Kanowna did not make any such
promises. He was not even opposed. The
constitnents of the members for Green-
ough and Pingelly turned down onr policy.
Is it logical that the Government should
put into effeet a poliey apposed by their
constituents and by the farmers also?

The Premier: Yes, the farmers turned
it down.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Pre-
mier made a speech, and the Country
Party come here and say they did nof
lose u man at the eleetions, and they sup-
perteld the policy enunciated by their own
leader, which was enfirely contrary to the
speech made hy the Premier. Now
they say, ‘‘Althongh we vofed against your
poliey, you ought to carry out that poliey.’’

My, P'atrick: I supported a ot of the
Fremier’s speech.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T do not
know whether the hon. member did or nof,
but he eould not snpport the attitude of his
leader and the policy announced by the Pre-
mier. Of course the hon. member might
be more versatile than anvone else. Cer-
tamnly the member for Avon did support
everything—the Wheatgrowers” Union poliey
and the Primary Producers’ policy. He
giened both and wrote his promises and
pnderlined them in ink of red, blue
and black., T wish to point out to
th, member for Pingelly that he opposed
the policy of the present Government and
was elected in opposiiion to it. His con-
stituents voted for him in opposition to ii,
30 he haz no complaint if the Government
do not carry out a poliey which he and his
constituents opposed. ’
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Mr. Seward: | am not complaining. 1
was merely asking when you intended to
keep the promises you made.

The Premier: You are asking us to do
something in which you did not believe and
which you turned down.

Mr. Seward: Keep vour promises! You
are not gume to stand up to your word.

The Premier: 1 am game to stand up to
anything.

My, Seward: Why do not vou do so?

The Premicr: Stand up to a thing you
turn down?

My, SPEAKER: Order!

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member’s statement was merely a gibe. He
has no business asking for something that
lre opposed.

-The Premier: 1f he got it, he would be
turning down his own electors.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: By ask-
ing for it now, he has turned a complete
somersault, hecause he was not elected on
that pelicy.

Alv. Patrick: What about the Premier’s
statement of six months ago?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Government were elected on a poliey for
three vears.

The Premier: And net six months,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And the
Government ean earry ount their policy with-
in the three years and do their duty by the
country. THd members opposite live up to
their policy when they promised work for
all and opportunity for all? The present
Government will make an attempt to deal
witl: the situation, not because members
opposite demand it, not because our doing
so will please members opposite, but in
order to do our duty by the country,

Mr. Patrick: That is all we wanpt.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, mem-
bers want a little political capital.  The
member for Avon spoke about the dreadful
condition of the settlers—a dreadful condi-
tian of which he knows nothing. He was
formerly a settler and his record was disas-
trous—utterly disastroms. My objection is
that one of the greatest eritics on the Oppo-
silion side of the House was himself a
fatlure. I cannot take him as an anthority
and would refuse to aceept him as such,
The member for Avon represents one of the
oldest farming electorates in Western Aus-
tralia. He represents an electorate in which
farmers were established long before the de-
pression; I refer fto the distriet from
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Northar 1o Merredin.  'Those farmers en-
Jjoyed ten years of good seasons and good
priees.

Mr. Patrick: The wheat yield of the State
was not very high when the priees were high.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hou. member should not talk like that. I
know what the wheat yield of the State was.

Mr. Patrick: What was it ten years ago?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member knows, He made a sneeess of faru-
ing on a lower wheat vield. His district iz
not one giving a high average vield.

Mr, Patrick: 1 Lave been farming for u
long time.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Others
have been farming just as long as has
the lhon. member and their wheat yield
was a8 great as  his, For several
years wheat was bringing from 5s to 9s.
per bushel.  Savely in those vears somne

of the people could have played safe
al  paid off their mortgages. Before
the Royal Commission appointed by the

previous Government, farmers gave evidence
that they had paid their debts, wiped off
their mortgages and made their properties
freehold, and even bought town property.
Some of thoze farmers were in the Avon
district, Numbers of farmers gave evidence
to that effeet. In achieving zach resulfs,
those farmers did not starve and did wot
injure their families or their future. Yet the
member for Avon says he knows that all the
settlers are in great trouble and difficulty,
Of course he knows! As a matler of fact

he, as a farmer, has had a terrible
time!  Members opposite shoull have
regard to their own policy in the

country. Their pwn Ministers in the previous
Cloverninent pursued a policy of helping the
farmers as far as possible, bhut they did not
help people undeserving of help. The people
who did not deserve to be helped were those
who were not plaving the game by the State.
The member for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith)
is another irresponsible character—utterly
irresponsible. 1 suppose we must have =a
few of his type mmongst our numbers: other-
wise Parliament would beeonme wmonotenons,
The member for Nelson wants a moratorinm,
He said,~-*Be honest ubout it and face the
position "

The Premier: Be honest and do not pay
your debts,

The MINISTER. FOR LANDS: The hon.
member said we were all hypocrites and that
he kuew it. 1t is a striking fact that not one

[ASSEMBLY.]

of us thinks the hon. member knows any-
thing, and nui one of us attaches any un-
portanee to his remurks on this or any other

subject. Yet the hon. inember tells us he
kaows, He says we should have a mora-
torium. If we were impressed by his state-

ment, would not we declare a moratorium?
If we thought a woratorium would be a
happy solution ot the dillieulties, would not
we have adopted it? Would not the ex-
Premier (Siv Juueg Mitehell) have adopted
it? Would not the present lLeader of the
Opposition have adopted it? 1t would not
be a solution of the dilliculty.

My, Patrick: It is not an original sugges.
tion.

AMr. Stubbs: It would damage the State.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If we
applied o moeratorium  to  the farmers, we
would also have to apply it to the farmers’
ereditors and to rhe creditors creditors and
=0 (1,

Mr, Latham: Yes, to every one,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Aud that
would give the whole of the farming indus-
try a happy dispaleh.

Mr. Latham: And practically every one
else.

Mr. Stubbs: Yes, the whole State,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The
member for Pingelly spoke about farmers
in the Great Southern not being able to do
thizs and that. A lot of the farmers in the
Grent Southern liave been established for
vears. They have had poor land and poor
aopportunities, and yet they have bevome
established.  They are a real object lesson to
the people in mure fertile country. The hon,
wmember said they could not wrow vats,

Mr. Seward: 1 did nor.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: [ think
they can grow oats.

Mr., Seward: 1 know thev c¢an.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS :
they do it, too.

M Seward: 1 did not say they eonld nat.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Some
individuals may not be able to da it, but
imany of them actually do it. The hon. mem-
ber said those farmers must fallow.  OF
vour=e they must, and I suppose they do fal-
low. One thing in their favour is that they
have a long season, a louger season than has
any other part of the State except the South-
West, and Lhat ts o great help, although they
have to wait until the country dries in order
to get in their crops. Farmers in the wheat
belt grow antz and o it on a short season.

And
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Yet the hon, member says oafs cannot be
grown more cheaply than wheat. Of course
they can.

Mr. Seward: Be fair in your eriticiam! 1
did not say that. 1 said that oats cost nearly
#s much as wheat,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : 1 say
they can be grown much more cheaply, Tn
most instances a farmer can get some return
from an oat erop, but with a wheat crop the
farmer takes trouble and care, because it
will give him the highest income. He attaches
less importance to putting in his oat crop
bui he gets a crop.

Mr. Patrick: He cannct get a big income
from wheat now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, but
over the years he did. My disappointment
has heen that farmers huve not beenr able to
adopt, with wheat prodoction, the pro-
grampe of sheep and outs. That is a great
pity.

Mr. Patrick: It shonld be the first thine.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, a
furmer should, ax soon as possible, erect
fencing and gef a few stock. A hundred
sheep would be a help, and more than that
nuther could be earried on many farms in
this State,

Mr. Stubhs: That is the only thing that
will now save the wheat-grower from ruin.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 think
it will he his salvation. I have asked the
carly settler why, when lacking stock, he
wanted te buy a motor car and have sug-
wested that it would he better to spend the
money on pufting in a water supply and
buying sheep as those things would later pro-
vide the money for a motor car. 1t never
was sound sense to buy a motor ar
before purchasing sheep.  No one knows
that better than does the member For Avon
—that is, if he knows anything at all. Mem-
hevs, and particularly those who convey the
impression that 1 intend to introduce a re-
habilitation plan next session, should under-
stand that T made no such promise, 1 pro-
pose to investigate fhe question fully during
the recess when T shall have time and oppor-
tunity to consider the various aspects of the
farming industry, and 1 hope to be able to
present to the House something that will
meet with the support of members and lead
to the relief of the farmers. T shall do that.
not hecanse members opposite say it ought
to be done or that we must do ii; 1 shall do
it heeause the Government regard it as their
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duty to the Earmers and io the people of this
country, [ do not wish to take the Cow-
mittee stage to-night. I understand the
Leader of the Oppesition intends to move
certzin amendments and I should like him
to put them on the Notice PPaper. This Bill
s a nom-party measure. It is designed to
carry on the farmer for another vear, and
then, hefore Parliament meets again, I shall
take the opportunity to consider the whole
position. 1 do not want members fo run
away with the idea that to {rame legislation
to place the farmer on a happy footing is
going to be an casy matter. Some of the
legislation suggested fo me has as one of its
provisious repudiation. The Government
were not elected on any policy of repudia-
tion, Before the (overnment would intro-
duce ltegislation of a veryv drastic nature, the
whole position would have to he explored,
and whut we propose to do is to make an
endeavour to meet fhe situation in its full-
esi degree,
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILLS (3)—RETURNED.
1, Permunent Reserve (AM1162).
2, Augusta Allotments.
3, Reserves.
Without amendment.

BILL—LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

MR. SLEEMAN ({“iemuntle) {5.3] in
moving the second reading said: It is not
my infention to detain the House long on
the second reading ot the Bill, hecause, as
members will recollect, last vear we debated
the Legnl Practitioners Aet and this year,
on the motion of the member for Vietoria
Park (Mr. Raphael) we debated it once
more., Therefore, both old and new mem-
bers should be fairly well aequainted with
the doings of the legal profession of this
State. Members have had explained to them
Prom both sides, but especially From the side
which, I might =y, represents the legal pro-
fession, the pos<ition with regard to the pro-
fession in this State. Members will agree
that the legal gentlemen to whom 1 have
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referred practically admit there is justifiea-
tion for an amendment of the present Legal
Praetitioners Act, which was placed on the
statute book very many vears ago. Tn an
endeavour to expedite the passage of the Bill,
I provided the legal members, who I daresay
will be accepted as experts on this matter,
with a’ copy of the Bill. T also gave the
Leader of the Opposition a cepy, but only
yesterday. 1 do not know whether he has
had time to study it, but I hepe hie will not
want too long an adjournment, because if
the measure is held up here, it will not have
much chance of passing threngh another
place this session. In a farther endeavour
to expedite the passage of the Bill, 1 deleied
from it two or three clanses which I had
proposed to insert. One of those clauses
dealt with peopie coming to this country
from abroad who desired to join the pro-
fession here. As membhers ave aware, at the
present time people who pass legal examin-
utions in other parts of the world and are
admitted there as barristers, but not as soli-
citors, when they arrive here are admitied
to the profession as hoth barristers and soli-
citors. Sueh a provision might operale
harshly against some of onr Rhodes scholars
who go to the 01d Country to study law, and
therefore T consented to delete that part of
the Bill. Another c¢lause that I deleted dealt
with the matter of providing a fidelity hond.
[ thought that very important, but alter
listening to the Minister for Justice, when
he spoke on the motion hefore the House
some time ago, I took it for mranied,
although I do not know whether 1 was right
in doing so, that he would later bring down
a measure to protect the public against un-
serupulons and dishonest members of the
profession. The Bill provides that no
articled clevk who has passed the examina-
tion tor and taken the degree of Bachelor of
Laws in the University of Western Ans-
traliz, shall he required to pass or submit
himgelf to any further examinalion. In
view of the Faet that people from abroad
can come here and be admitted to the Bar
after leaving the University af which thev
completed their course, without heing called
upon to pass any further examination. T
think that the students who have gualified at
our own University should not be subjected
to a further examination. Members will
recollert that some vears awo the late Atfor-
ney General, when speaking on a Bill then
before the House for the establishment of
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a Chair of Law at owr Uuiversity, said that
in the Old Country a person had only to
pass his University examinations and eat
certain dinners and then he was admitted as
a harrister. Such a person counld then come
to Western Australia and be admitted here
both as a barrister and a solicitor, The
same condition should he in operation here.
For instance, two boys may be studying at
the same school. There may be nothing to
choose hetween them so far as edueation is
concerned, but one may he a better athlete
than the other and hy virtne of that fact he

may be granted a Rhodes scholarship. He
then proceeds to the Old Country, takes
his course, passes his examinatica, cats
certain  dinners  and is then ealled to
to the Bar of England as a harrister. Ha

reburns  to Western Australia, complies
with the vesidential qualification, and is
called to the local Bar as a barrister and
solicitor. The other boy, who may be his
cqual so far as education is concerned,
after attending our own University and
passing the preseribed examinations, has
then to submit himself to a [urther exami-
by the Barristers’ Board of this
State. T consider it only right that the
local youth should be saved the fime,
trouble and expense of going through an-
other examination after taking hiz degree
at our University. T think this provision
wil]l eommend itself to members. The Eill
also provides that no articled elerk shall,
during his term of employment under ar-
tieles, engage in any other emplovment
during the hours within whieh the office
of the practitioner to whom he is articled
is, in the unsual course, open to vhe publie
for transaction of bhusiness, and that an
articled clerk nay be remunerated for his
services by the peactitioner to whom he is
articled. Tt will he rememhered that when
the Legal Practitioners Aer was being dis-
cussed, both this year and last, attention
was drawn to the faet that a clavze in the
present Aet makes it compulsory for an
articled elerk to ohtain the permission of
the Barristers’ Board before he is entitled
to ecarn anvthing at all, that is. whilst he
is articled; and if, at the end of his term
of articles, he canpat satisfv the Barris-
ters’ Board that he has not earned any-
thing during his term of. artieles, unless the
hoard have previously azreed to his doing
s0, then there is no chance of that boy
being admitted to the profession in this
SBtate. I do not think members will stand

nation
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for that.  There nare poor lads in this
ecountry who would have nn possible
chanve of heing ndmitted to the profession
unless they were able to earn something
to keep them whilst serving their articles.
I myself know of two young fellows, hoth
sons of thard-working men, who lhave
struggled to keep their boys at the Uni-
versity. In a very short time the hoxs will
have to earn zowmething to keep themselves
whilst serving their articles, ng the parents
are not in a position te support thew, especi-
ally at the present time. I hope the House
will agree to the clause. Provision is also
made in the Bill that people who have a
degree from the local University, instead
of having to serve two years under articles,
will serve only one year. There is pre-
cedent for this provision. Ag I have said,
in Epgland it is not necessary for them
to serve articles at all, and vet they can
come to this State and be admitted to the
Bar after having spent only one year
under articles in  order to Decome
acquainted with the practical side of the
profession. After lads here have passca
their examinations at the University, thev
are compelled to put in 12 months prae-
tical work with a local firm of solicitors.
[ think that is all that is necessary in order
to entitle them to admission to the pro-
fession. Provision is also made in the
Bill to amend the sectiox af the Act which
allows solicitors to amend their bills of
costs. I hope and helieve the Ionse will
agree to the deletion of that very unfair
section from the Legnl Practitioners Act.
At present, if a solicitor submits a bill of
costs and it is questivred by his client,
who says lie intends to get the bill tased,
then the solicitor is sllowed by law to
withdraw the bili and submit an amended
bill of costs for taxation hy ihe taxing
master. I shall be very much surprised if
the provisior ir: the Bili dealing with this
matter is not passed uwnanimously by the
House. Provision is also made in the Bill
that the taxing wmaster shall have com-
plete control of the taxation of a bill. At
present, if after a bill is taxed, it is found
that onme-sixth has not been taxad off the
hill, then the person who has to parx the
bill has also to pay the costs relating to
the taxation of it.  Members will agree
that that is unfair. Tf T decided to get a

bill of costs taxed and Jhe taxation showed,

that T had been overcharged fo the ex-
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tent of £15 or £20, and if that £15 or £20
was less than one-sixth of the original
bill, I would be compelled to pay for the
costs of taxing the bill. T hope the
House will have no objeetion to that
heing done, beeause the taxing master
is a very competent officer. Generally
he is a legal man kimself. Tt could bhe left
to the diseretion of the taxing master to
decide whether or not a bill of costs was
fair. We should not force him into the
position of saving that because he was un-
able to disallow over one-sixth of the bill,
the client must pay the costs entailed. That
is a most unfair provision, and the House
should agree to my suggestion. The vital
portion of the Bill in respect of which I
anticipate opposition from legal members,
although I shall be greatly surprised if lav
members of the House do not favour it,
relates to the briefing of counsel. As the
result of letters and extracts I have read to
members, they are aware of the fact that
A man can brief himself as eounsel and, in
fact, he can be counsel, clerk and solieitor
all in one. The time kas arrived when that
practice should cease. I have quoted an
instanee in whieh 2 whole family wus
briefed in one case, The son, as solicitor,
hrieled his Father as eounsel, and the father
hrought with him the son’s uncle to act as his
Junior.  In such eircumstances, the Lill of
costs natueally pited up for the poor client
to pay.

Mr. Ferguson: At any rate, that indi-
eated a very united family.

Mr. SLERMAN: While T anticipaie some
opposition from legnl members of the
Honse, | shall be surprised if other mem-
bers do not see the advisability of amend-
ing the Act so that a man shall not he
allowed to hriet himself as counsel or to
brief another member of his firm. No hard-
ship will be occasioned to tle legal profes-
ston, although doubtless that contention will
he raised. Tf counsel is rejuived, the ser-
vices ean be secured, ag in other countries,
of another lawyer altogether. If the Act
i amended in that direction, it will make
for the cheapening of litigation.

Mr. Lambert: Junior counsel ean be
hrought in without the zanetion of anyone
else.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T might Lave included
a elouse to deal with that position, too.
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Mr. Lambert: And that junior is entitled
to charge iwo-thirds of the fees that senior
counsel would receive.

My. SLEEMAN: That is so.

. Mr, Stubbs: I am satisfied some of us
have followed the wrong calling.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I shall be prepared to
accept an amendment to the Bill 1f the men-
ber for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert)
desires to move one to deal with the phase
he has referred fo.

Mr. Lambert : I have one Bill on my hands
now, and that is quite enough.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am in agreement with
the hon. member that it is high time that
practice was stopped. Junior counsel ecan
walk in and act in connection with a case
withiout having to seecure the permission of
the court. T ineurred some eriticism pre-
viously when 1 referred to those individuals
as “dummies,” hut they certainly were not
dummies when the bill of costs was drawn
up. I hope the Bill will be dealt with as
quickly as possible; otherwise there m=ay
not be any opportunity to place it on the
statnte-hook this session.

On motion by Mr. MecLarty, debate ad-
journed.

DISCHARGE OT ORDERS.

On motion by the Premier, the following
Orders of the Dayv were discharged from the
Netice Paper:—

1, Bees Act, Disallowance of Amending
Regulation.

2. Legal Praetitioners Act and Legal
Costs, to inquire by seleet committee.

3. Workers’ Homes Act Amendment Bill
{Second Reading).

BILL—DENTISTS ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading,

Order of the Day read for the resumption
of the debate from the previous day.

Question put and a division taken, with
the following result:—

Aves . .. .. 26
Noes . .. Lo
Majority for Lo 12

l
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ATea.
Mr. Collier Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Coverley Mr. Raphael
Mr. Cross Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Qunuingham Mr, Sleeman
Mr. Hawke Mr. F. C. L. Smiuy
Mr. Heguney Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Lambert Mr., Wansbrough
Mr. McCallum Mr. Willcock
Mr. Marshall Mr, Wilson
Mr, Millington Mr. Wise
Mr. Moloney Mr. Withers
Mr. Needham Mliss Holman
(Teiler.)
Noga.
Mr. Brockman Mr. Piesse
Mr. Ferguson Mr, Seward
Mr, Grifiths Mr. Blubbs
Mr. Latham Mr. Thorn
Mr, McDonald Mr. Warner
Mr. MeLarty Mr. Welsh
Mr. Patrick Mr. Doner
(Telier.}

Guestion thus passed,

Bill read o seeond time.

MOTION—RAILWAYS, COMMIS-
SIONER’S LIABILITY.

To Disullow .Imending Regulation.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [825]: I
1OV E—

That the amendment top By-law 55 of the
Government  Railways  (liability for goods
stored frec on railway premises), published in
the ““Government Guzette’” on the 29th Sep-
tember, 1933, and lxid npon the Table of the
House on the 18th October, 1933, be and is
herchy disallowed.

The amended regulation published in fhe
“Government Gazette” reads as follows:—

Free storage of goods.—Where any goods
are stored free of charge by the Commissioner
on premises forming portion of a railway or
under the control of the Commissioner, whether
prior or after earringe of the goods, the Com-
missioner shall he under no liability whatso-
ever in respeet of any loss of or dainage to
the snid goods, notwithstanding the acts or
defaults of his scrvants or agents.

Should the amended rvegulation be allowed
to stand, it will work unnegessary hardship
on residents of the country distriets in par.
ticular.  Goods are usually placed in the
railway sheds when no one is there to lake
delivery of them. Tn the country disbriets,
eight hours are allowed for unleading, aml
if the goods are not taken delivery of in
that period, they are placed in goods sheds.
This amended regulation will mean that if
the goods are wilfully damaged by railway
oflicials, fthe Commissioner will ineur no
liahility.
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Mr. Fergnson: Not even if they disappear.

Mr. SEWARD: The goods sheds are
usually locked, and vvery reasonable care
is taken by the railway ofticials to safeguard
the goods while in their possession. We
know full well, however, that people in the
country are not aware of when the roods
will actvally arrive. In my districi the rail-
way officialy communicate with the consignee
if he is on the telephone, and inform “him
that the goods have arrived, but many con-
sigitees are not in that position, and the rail-
ways authorities cannot get in touch with
theiwn. In consequence, the goods are stored
until the consigners ean be informed of their
arrival, bat shoutd anything happen to those
goods, the Commissicner will aceept no lia-
bility, That is wrong. The regulation is
particularly inadvisable when we have re-
ward to the position of the railways respeet-
ing freights. Last week a farmer tnld me
thut he had despatched some eggs by rail.
When he got his returns, he found that a
deduction had been made for Lreakages. He
eonld not account for it, and on the second
oecasion when he despatehed the eggs by
rail, his returns again showed a deduction for
breakages. Since then he has sent his eggs
down by notor truck, and no damage
through breakages has been experienced. If
the Commissioner refuses to aceept liability,
it will simply drive iraffic away from the
railways altogether. We do not expect the
Comiuissioner to do anylhing extraordinary,
particularly when breakages occur that
could not bave been prevented by the exer-
cise of ordinary eare. We would not always
expect the Commissioner to be responsible,
but if the evasion of responsibility is to be
carried to the exient indicated in the regu-
lation, the result will be that freight will be
withdrawn from the railways and diverted
to other meaus of transport. If {he ameund-
wment to the reguiation be insisted upon, a
hardship will be worked in country distriets.

On motion hy the Minister for Railways,
debate adjourned,

House adjourned at 5.30 p.m.

= —=
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P, amld read pravers.

MOTION—ADDITIONAL SITTING DAY,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew--Central) [4.35]: 1 nove—

That during the month of December the

Council shall meet for the despateh of
business on Fridays at 4,30 p.m., in addition
to the days already provided.
It is necessary for the Honse to agree to the
motion it we are to eclose the session before
Christinns.  From what I can understand
after conversafion with several imembers,
that is the desire. We have six more sitting
days only available fo the 21st December and
if the wmotion be agreed to, there will be two
additional sitting days. 1 frust members
will agree to that course bheing followed. If
the session were fto extend into the XNew
Year, it would probably eontinne unduly.
There arve ten members of the Counneil stand-
ing for re-election and all will admit it is
neeessary that they should be in their elee-
torates as soon as possible after the end of
the present year.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [437]: 1
do not desire to discuss the motion, but I
would like to ask the question: Can this
House sit next year? [ think the Standing
Orders were amended so that that would not
be possible,

The PRESIDENT: 1 think I can inform
Mr. Baxter that there is mnothing in the
Standing Orders prohibiting the House from
sitting in the New Year. A resolution was
passed by the Council some years ago in

opposition tv the House sitting for some
perind prior to biennial elections, 1 think



